The Honorable Robert A. DeLeo, Speaker
Massachusetts House of Representative
State House, Room 356

Boston, MA 02133

The Honorable Charles A. Murphy, Chairman
House Committee on Ways and Means

State House, Room 243

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Speaker DeLeo & Chairman Murphy:

We, the undersigned Representatives write to you today to urge that the House make no
changes to the current health insurance premium contribution percentages for state
employees.

As you know, the Governor has proposed a three tiered health insurance premium split
for state workers. This would be a significant sacrifice for the majority of state workers
and their families. Most workers would experience a 67% increase in their health
insurance. For example, for a typical worker choosing a family plan this amounts up to
$179 more per month depending on the plan selected or an annual pay cut of up to
$2148!

In addition, a majority of state employee unions have agreed to contracts giving their
members a 0% raise for at least one year. Adopting the Governor’s health insurance
proposal will amount to a significant pay cut for workers who are already doing their part
to help solve this fiscal crisis.

We have several concerns with this proposal. First, income is not a fair way to determine
one’s ability to pay. Salary is just one of several factors (salary, housing, loans, number
of children, etc.). Second, state employees pay more for their health insurance every
year. Between rising premiums and exorbitant co-pays and deductibles, state employees
are paying more out of pocket than ever. Third, this proposal will hurt the recruitment
and retention of valuable state employees.

We respectfully ask that our views on this matter be reflected in the FY’10 state budget.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Martin J. Walsh
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State Representatives who have signed onto Rep. Marty Walsh’s health
insurance letter:
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